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To All Parents

6 January 2021

Dear Parents,
Spring Term Arrangements
Dear Parents,
Further to my letter of the 2nd of Jan, I would like to thank the vast majority
of you for your kind words of support during these somewhat trying times. I
was, however rather disappointed that a small minority of parents should have
felt that it was appropriate to seek to challenge me for making that decision a decision which had been made in good faith and in the very best interests of
the whole of the Kingswood Community!
Some of the messages I received can only be described as extremely rude
and, while I am prepared to accept that we are all feeling strained by events
that are totally outside of our control, I feel I must point out that I am not
prepared to tolerate such rudeness in future. My view is quite simply that, if
any parents are not prepared to accept that:
A.
B.

I have the right (and indeed the duty) to make such decisions;
I make all such decisions following careful consideration of the safety
needs of pupils, staff and parents;

then those parents should “vote with their feet” and transfer their child to
another school immediately.
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I am sure that you are all aware that I am mandated by the HSE to keep everyone on
site as safe as is possible. I would like to reassure you that I shall continue to do
just that and that I shall not hesitate to make any decision regarding the safety of
all in advance of any Government announcement should I deem it to be necessary.
Some parents have asked about a fee discount this term, presumably because we had
given a generous discount during the closure of the School in the Summer Term. I
am happy to raise the question of a possible discount for this term with Dr Yousuf
(our School Proprietor) but I do have to say that the decision is very much his, not
mine.
I do feel I should point out two things, though:
The discount we gave previously was much more than the vast majority of
independent schools were prepared to offer.
Our outgoings are unlikely to be significantly reduced by having the School closed
for the next six weeks or so as we still have to pay rent, rates and salaries as
before.
In the absence of any decision on a possible discount, I would suggest that all
parents should look to pay at least 80% of this term’s fees as soon as possible. For
those who have already paid the full 100%, please accept my thanks and, also, my
reassurance that if an actual discount is eventually agreed, we will credit any overpayment to next term’s fees.
I appreciate that the coming weeks and months will present challenges to all of us
but I also feel that the Kingswood tradition of mutual respect and co-operation will
go a long way to helping everyone in the Kingswood Community meet these challenges.
I wish you and your extended families all the very best for 2021.

