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To All Parents

11 December 2020

Dear Parents,
End of Term—At Last!
Well here we are! When we started this term, I had no confidence that
we would get this far without having to close the whole School at least
once. The fact that we haven’t needed to send everyone home is
somewhat of a triumph! Some might say it’s just luck but I prefer to
think that the responsible actions of yourselves, your children and the
whole school staff have all played a significant part in this success. So
thank you, everyone!
At the start of this term (and even before) the media and many
politicians were making much of the supposed negative effects upon
children of the school closures (nationwide) last term. One concern
centred on the possible negative effects to children’s mental health.
Accordingly, I asked my teachers to concentrate more on the social
aspects of schooling in the first week back rather than pushing straight
on with an academic focus. You will be pleased to learn that what they
found was that the children were extremely happy to be back in School
and that, after a couple of days of getting used to the new routines, it
was very much like the start of any other Autumn Term.
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Much was also made of the supposed negative impact that school closures
would have had on children’s academic progress and, consequently, I was very
interested to take a close look at the results of this term’s academic
assessments. By now, you will have had a short report on your child’s progress
from the class teacher but I thought you might like to know what I have seen
from looking at the assessment results of the whole school.
One of the things I do upon receipt of assessment results from teachers is to
enter those results into the spreadsheets that I keep for each child. This
allows me to generate graphs which show, at a glance, whether there is
anything I should be concerned about.
It has come through very clearly from these graphs that the overwhelming
majority of children in the School have continued to make good progress. So
the doom mongers were wrong (at least in the case of our School)!
Thanks are clearly due to the class teachers for the quality of the online
teaching last term and, also, to yourselves for your excellent efforts in
assisting your children in accessing that teaching. I am very conscious of the
difficulties that all parents will have faced in providing access to the learning
and in supporting your children’s learning at the same time as managing your
own work requirements from home as well as managing normal household
matters! I do hope that we won’t have to return to a term of online schooling.
A piece of last minute news: In addition to the other fantastic fund-raising
this term, the School Community has managed to raise the sum of £95.35 for
“Save the Children. Many thanks, everyone!
I feel that the whole School Community has made a tremendous effort over
the last two terms and I would like to thank you all for your fantastic support
of the School. On behalf of Mrs Luckham, the whole staff and myself, I would
like to wish you a peaceful and restful Christmas break.
With warmest best wishes,

